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Gillian Jaynes

Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to express my dismay at the thought of Ashfield Land/ Rail Central requesting
a further delay in the proposed Strategic Rail Freight Development process.

I live in the busy hamlet of Blisworth Arm: an area of outstanding beauty  at the junction
of the Grand Union and Northampton Arm canals.  It is very popular with walkers and
runners and the surrounding small lanes make it safe for families to stroll and horses to be
exercised.
There is a wharf where passengers can take boat trips for a lovely day on the water. and the
'Mountbatten  Crusader' runs 3 ar 4 times every week.  We are priviledged to have the
Chelsea 
Pensioners visit us twice a year and many groups come from disadvantaged backgrounds
to enjoy the fresh air and peaceful journey along the canal.

Some might say an idyllic place.

This is where Ashfield Land propose to site the hight level roundabout - entrance to the
proposed rail freight interchange.  Incidentally the whole of this area has Conservation
protection.

The only scar on this lovely place is the farm owned by Ashfield Land which has been
allowed to fall down and become derelict during the time they have been in posession of it.
The buildings are crumbling, slates have now almost gone and  ivy  grows with abundance
through the roof beams and out into the open.

My home was once the  -  over 200 years old. When we purchased it 5
years ago it was in a sorry state and we set about restoring it with enthusiasm.  Since the
commencement  of this  development process we have had to put all our plans on hold.
There is no point spending money on new kitchen and bathrooms as we would have to
move away should the road system come to pass. I suffer with and the pollution 
alone would make it impossible for me to live in this place (which is so dear to me.)

The effect to our community is one of anger, sadness and worry:

• The thought that developers can come into our villages and take away our lifestyles
without anything to stop them is beyond belief.

• Members of our community have lost hours and hours of their precious time:  reading,
researching: writing to try to stop this awful invasion which seems to be getting bigger by
the minute. The paperwork alone is vaste and they should not have to put their lives on
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hold to fight on my behalf -  but they do and I can't thank them enough for it.

• Those of us who will be directly affected by homes lost, road networks destroying our
countryside and not to mention 8,000,000 square feet of warehousing, live with
unparalleled stress and worry.

• The dismissive and disrespectful way we have been treated by Ashfield Land. It would be
farcical if it was not so serious.

• The sadness felt by all,  of the possible loss of our lanes and pathways. Places where
many have walked throughout their lives, together with many generations before.
.
• In my opinion it is grossly unfair and undemocratic  to allow this process to continue for
an unecessarily further time. It needs to be resolved. This development proposal is flawed
in many ways and has no local, County or area support.  The developers should be called
to account as soon as possible to remove this threat to our community.  Three years is more
than enough.

Your faithfully

Gillian Jaynes




